Appendix F. What Students Need to Know about UNC Minimum Course Requirements

At its April 2000 meeting, the Board of Governors of the University of North Carolina acted to phase in two increases in
its minimum course requirements for undergraduate admission. The first increase became effective fall 2004: 2 course
units of a second language. Then, in fall 2006, the second increase went into effect: a 4™ unit of mathematics. (These
requirements are detailed on p. ii.) Thus, currently enrolled high school students will need to complete two or more units
of a second language and a fourth unit of mathematics in order to meet UNC minimum course requirements for
admission. Individual UNC institutions may require additional courses, as indicated in each institution’s profile in this
publication and at the College Foundation of North Carolina web site: www.CFNC.org.

The Board took this action to ensure that freshmen have a strong chance of completing a baccalaureate degree. A
study of 1997-98 North Carolina public high school seniors who enrolled at a UNC institution in the fall of 1998 found
significant differences in performance among those students who met only the original minimum course requirements,
those who met only the additional second language requirement, and those who met both the additional second language
requirement and the additional fourth unit of mathematics requirement. Here is a summary of the study’s findings:

Freshman-to-Sophomore First-Year Grade Placement in Remedial
Courses Taken Retention Rate Point Average English or Mathematics
Only those originally required 66.7% 1.71 42.7%
Those originally required plus 75 5% 196 31.6%

2 units of a second language

Those originally required plus
2 units of a second language and 81.8% 2.28 17.0%
a 4™ unit of mathematics

Students who took more than two units of a second language or more than four units of mathematics performed even
better. The study also revealed that 95 percent of the freshmen at UNC institutions had already completed two or more
units of a second language, and 81 percent had already completed four or more units of mathematics.
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